Plan Now to Attend the Dillman Family Association 5th Biennial Mega-Reunion

Please come to The Dillman Family Association’s Mega-Reunion August 12-13th, at the Airport Quality Inn in Roanoke, Virginia. It is going to be informative and exciting. 

Since the DFA was formed in 2002 in Indianapolis, IN, we have learned much about the different Dillman family ancestry lines in the United States. The focus of this year’s reunion will be on all we know and questions yet to be answered. Highlights you can expect at this year’s reunion include:

· Ten DFA members who spent two weeks in Germany in October 2009 visiting locations from which Dillman families originated will report the surprising things they learned about different Dillman Family lines.

· The Dillman Family Library collection, organized by Phil Dillman will be on display. It includes genealogical records, family trees, historical records, memorabilia and other information about different Dillman Families. It includes many new additions since our last Mega-Reunion.  

· An update on what we have learned from paternal DNA testing about our individual ancestries. The DNA project managed by Frank Dillman now includes 46 individuals that form 12 lines of descent. 

· Invited speakers: A featured speaker at this year’s Mega-Reunion will be Dr. Guido Deboeck, who will talk to us about maternal DNA testing. In addition Louise McKinney will speak on German settlements in Virginia, and more speakers will be presented.

· Opportunities for socializing and learning more about one another and our efforts to understand our Dillman ancestries.

As we prepare for this year’s reunion we were reminded of how little some of us knew about our ancestries when the DFA was formed and how much we have learned in the last eight years.  This reunion will be a great opportunity to share progress from the last two years, welcome new members, and plan for the future.

We are especially pleased to be meeting in Roanoke in a state in which many Dillman descendants live now, as well as in the past. This year’s meeting location continues the tradition of meeting in different parts of the country where Dillman descendants have lived (Indianapolis, IN, 2002 and 2008), Northern Kentucky (2004), Harrisburg, PA (2006). All Mega-Reunion attendees who are interested have been very graciously invited to join the Virginia Dillmans at their reunion on Saturday August 14th, the day after ours ends (see note on Tentative Agenda). 

One of the successes of the DFA is finding the connection between the “Virginia Dillmans” with Dihlmanns who have remained in Germany. DFA members who visited Germany last Fall have much to share, pictures as well as personal stories, about meeting relatives of the Virginia Dillmans there, and learning details about ancestry that is documented back to the early 1500’s. 

The Dillman Family Association is dedicated to helping all people of Dillman descent to learn about their ancestry. Information about the DFA is at our web page  http://www.dillmanfamilyassociation.org  and our quarterly newsletter, “Dillman Descendants  and Ancestors” provide regular updates on DFA activities and what we learn. 

The organizing committee for this year’s Mega-Reunion (Frank Dillman and Don Dillman, co-chairs, Geri Arnold, Phil Dillman, Betsy Ross, Louise McKinney and Andrew Stillman) is hard at work on developing the program, and a tentative schedule of events is included here.

A registration form for this year’s reunion is also included.  We look forward to seeing you at this year’s Mega-Reunion, and welcoming those who have not previously attended. Questions and suggestions for things to include in the program are welcomed. Please send them to Frank  (frank@frankdillman.com ) or Don (dillman@turbonet.com). 

