March, 2010


The 2010 Dillman Mega-Reunion

A biennial get--together of all people interested in learning about and sharing their Dillman ancestry. 

Why You Should Come to this year’s l get-together at the Airport Quality Inn, in Roanoke Virginia, August 12-13th.

· Do you know who your great-grand parents are, but cannot trace your ancestry back further?  Maybe DFA members can help.

· Some Dillman lines have been traced back to the 1700’s in North America

· Other Dillman lines have been traced back to the early 1500’s in Germany

· The DFA library resources will be at the Mega-Reunion and members may be able to help you identify additional Dillman ancestors and where they once lived.

· Are you interested in learning about European Dillmans?

· A group of ten DFA members spent two weeks in Germany visiting locations from which Dillmans originated, and met many German Dillmanns and Dihlmans, some of whom have relatives in the United States.  

· Pictures, records and Dillman artifacts obtained this year (from Family Trees to a Coat of Arms and matchbooks) will be on display at the Roanoke Mega-Reunion

· Would you like to learn about how DNA testing has helped clarify the family lines of some DFA members and may help you learn your ancestry?
· DNA tests of nearly 50 Dillman volunteers has resulted in identifying twelve different Dillman Family lines in North America and Germany, some with many North American descendants, and others that so far, are only in Germany and/or other countries.

· How does DNA testing work?  It’s a simple saliva test; several DFA members can explain how it works and why it’s been successful in helping people know to whom they are related.

· Would you like to have Dillman records, memorabilia, news stories and other information about Dillmans added to our library and its availability made known, to others to help with their ancestry searches?
· Our library continues to grow, and includes hundreds of items; notebooks filled with descendant records, Dillman stories, sheet music for a Dilllman March, and new this year, a metal Dillman shield from German Dihlmanns related to a group of Dillmans in the U.S. we refer to as the Virginia Dillmans. 
· The DFA has produced CD’s at previous  reunions in 2002, 2004, 2006 and 2008—These CD’s have helped many of us find grave markers, buildings, churches, and new family members. We are now making such information available through our Newsletter and in other ways consistent with the donor’s preferences.

· Would you like to join the DFA and receive our quarterly newsletter dedicated to learning about all Dillmans in all places?
· We welcome everyone with an interest in Dillman ancestors and descendants as members. We are entirely volunteers and the current two-year membership fee (2008-2010) is only $25. 

· The newsletter averages 12-16 pages and is sent by email, but if you prefer having it mailed, we are happy to do that, and would appreciate a donation of $1.00 per issue to cover mailing costs. 

The 2010 Dillman Mega-Reunion is a biennial get-together of all Dillman ancestry lines where Dillmans help other Dillmans Learn about their ancestry. Sponsored by The Dillman Family Association (this year’s get-together will be at the Airport Quality Inn, Roanoke, VA,  August 12-13, 2010. Information about the program and registration are on our web page: http://www.dillmanfamilyassociation.org/. For questions, contact Don Dillman DFA President, 2008-2010  at dillman@turbonet.com.  Or, write to him at 705 S.W. Mies  Street, Pullman WA 99163. 



