Dillman Fifth Mega-Reunion
12 and 13 August 2010
Roanoke, Virginia 
Don Dillman was born in Lucas County, Iowa, the 5th generation of Dillmans to live there. He is a professor of sociology at Washington State University where he has been a faculty member since 1969, and does research to improve methods for designing accurate social surveys. Don’s search to understand his ancestry beyond Iowa began in 1967, when as a graduate student at Iowa State University he was sent to a research conference in Salt Lake City. An impromptu meeting with a distant cousin, arranged by another conference participant, resulted in his locating ancestral records tracing his ancestry to Pennsylvania, and the encouragement to learn more about them. Nearly forty years later, work by the DFA helped him make the connection to German ancestors from the 1600’s. Don is fascinated with the ability of an organization like the Dillman Family Association, with its interest in all Dillman family lines to help people everywhere to learn more about their respective ancestries through finding and exchanging information produced by their individual searches. He currently serves as President of the DFA, and contributes occasional articles to the Dillman Family News. dillman@turbonet.com 
Frank Dillman was born on USS Repose, AH16, while in the port of Tsingato, China. I have a Chinese foster brother who was born in Brooklyn, NY. I grew up in Levittown, NY before joining the US Navy in 1966 for 20 years. I traveled the world while obtaining my degree from Southern Illinois University. My interest in genealogy started with mom saying a family member descended from a Mayflower passenger, but have not had the time to look for the person. In June, 2006, I retired from Auburn University and have not looked back. Other interests include organic gardening and farming, local politics, stained glass, web design, database management, and DDNA administrator since its conception in 2002. I am administratively responsible for interaction with FTDna, potential members, and project participants and manages the DDNA web pages. In addition I am Chairperson of our Dillman DNA Subsidy Committee, Co-Chair of the Mega-Reunion Committee, and a member DFA Web Site Committee. In addition I am a member of our project's family group 1. http://www.frankdillman.com  
Andrew Stillman, UE, was born in Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada in 1967 and currently works in the Finance Industry in London, UK. He has been researching his family tree for 25 years and compiled "A Genealogy of Palmers", on his mother's maiden name, in 1985. He is a member of the New Brunswick Genealogical Society, the Genealogical Society of Nova Scotia, the UK-based Society of Genealogists and the United Empire Loyalist Association of Canada. He received his UE designation in 2005 for proving his descent from the Loyalist George Adam Dillmann/Stillman. He currently is also the Vice President of the Dillman Family Association, provides analytical support to the Dillman DNA project and is a regular contributor of the Dillman Family Association's quarterly Newsletter.
Phil Dillman As a child, I accompanied my parents as we traveled around the Midwest in order to visit the many aging relatives because that was something my parents felt very strongly about. On nearly every one of those trips, my folks (typically my mother) would ask questions about our ancestors such as when were they born, when did they die, where are they buried, etc. The information was then written down and brought home as a matter of record. Years later, when I actually started to care about such things, I gathered up all of those notes and started to type the information into my newly-acquired genealogy computer program. Once I had typed in nearly 2,000 names, I started searching the Internet to see if I could find more relatives. I also began buying Dillman items on eBay as another possible source of genealogical answers. Since there were a lot of Dillmans and a lot of uncertainty about who was related to who, I suggested to a number of other Dillman researchers that we hold some form of reunion to see what we could learn. At that first reunion (or should I say "union"?), I was impressed with the number of attendees and the amount of enthusiasm from others also researching Dillmans. Through the formation of the DFA, we have corrected some misinformation, expanded what we know about our own individual families, educated other researchers, met cousins we would not have otherwise met, become great friends, and have amassed an impressive library of research materials for Dillman researchers. I serve at Librarian for the Dillman Family Association, and editor of Dillman News, our quarterly newsletter since, September 2008. I know my dad would have been impressed with all of the knowledge we've gained in the past decade. Perhaps, he already knows.
Louise Dillman McKinney was born in Pima, Arizona during the early years of WWII. I attended Brigham Young University and graduated from Arizona State University. I am a wife, mother of three, grandmother of 2, and a retired educator. I've been researching ancestors for over 40 years and feel at home in courthouses, libraries, and archives. My husband and I enjoy attending national genealogy conferences and workshops.

